
 
Sustainability Planning Framework 

 
 

Topic Area Social  Economic  Environment 
Economic 
Vitality 

Community supports 
local businesses.  
Economic vitality 
provides jobs for 
community members. 
Biz (e.g. cafes, 
resturants) areas for 
congregation (e.g. 
commercial corners in 
Comp Plan) 

Jobs, money in 
community, revenues 
and taxes for local 
business and gov.  

Economic opportunities 
that support and 
enhance the 
environment (e.g. 
Farmer’s Market) 

Education Good schools attract 
people to LO.  Social 
networks created 
through schools and 
associated sports  

Educated work force.   Provides better 
understanding of 
interconnections with 
environment 

Energy Use Bring people together 
through collective work 
on renewal energy (e.g. 
Community solar).   

Lower energy costs 
with increased 
efficiency. Renewable 
energy costs more 
stable and dollars stay 
in community. 

Lowers green house 
gases. Reduces 
dependence on fossil 
fuels 

Food Brings people together 
e.g.  CSAs.  farmers 
markets, community 
gardens 

Encourages local food 
sales and increases 
dollars that stay in 
community 

Increases quality of 
food.  Reduces 
transportation impacts.  
Connects people with 
their food sources.  Use 
pratices that enhance 
and enrich the land, 
water and air 

Natural 
Areas and 
Wildlife 

Provides areas for 
walking and enjoyment 

Attracts people to 
come to LO to live and 
play 

Protected and 
treasured 



 
Topic Area Social  Economic  Environment 
Transportation Variety of options for 

residents and 
employees 

Efficient and 
convenient 
transportation systems 

Lower GHG emission.  
Less dependence on 
Fossil fuels 

Waste Share equipment and 
resources.   Job 
creation from new 
businesses 
repurposing by-
products 

Dollars saved from 
reduced consumption. 
Economic opportunity 
using by-products. 
Reduce cost of disposal 
and increase efficiency 
(optimal use of 
resources) 

Cleaner, lower green 
house gases, because of 
increased efficiency. 

Water Gather at the drinking 
fountain of life…. 
Drink wine, conserve 
water 

Water conservation 
reduces costs 

Efficient water use 
reduces environmental 
impacts. 

 
Notes:  Topic areas are the elements of a healthy community 
Question for each box:  What is the [social, economic, or environmental] aspect of 
this topic area? 
  



Economic Vitality Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 
VISION 
Lake Oswego is a community where people can live, work, play and meet their 
daily needs for goods and services. We build upon the intellectual capital of the 
community to attract new ventures, retain local businesses and connect to the 
global economy. The result is become a home to a vibrant, diverse and sustainable 
economy anchored by a broad spectrum of local, sustainable businesses. 

GOALS (and metrics) 
1. By 2020, 50% of residents and businesses will support the local economy 

through buying, investing, and/or producing locally. 
2. By 2020, 90% of businesses will use sustainable practices. 
3. By 2020, increase local investing in locally owned, traded-sector 

businesses, emphasizing “green” enterprises, to one percent of annual 
community payroll. 

Actions in Progress 
1. Lake Oswego Farmers Market 
2. Locally sourced food by Lake Oswego restaurants 
3. Voluntary efforts by local businesses to recycle, save energy etc. 
4. Local commercial hubs near walkable neighborhoods 
5. Others….. 

Suggested Action Measures 
1. Continue to support the “Buy Local First” campaign by assisting 

institutional buyers, such as the school district, college and university, 
government, and healthcare providers in adopting policies that favor 
purchase of local goods and services first. 

2. Document and promote the adoption and implementation of “best 
practice” sustainability guidelines by local businesses. Then recognize 
and build community support for businesses that implement sustainable 
practices.  

3. Investigate how to establish “reuse” centers and neighborhood lending 
libraries for tools and other items. 

4. Research opportunities and policies that will attract “green” or “resource 
sharing” businesses to move or startup in Lake Oswego. 

Potential Partners:   
LO Chamber of Commerce, Lake Grove Business Association, Downtown Lake 
Oswego, City of Lake Oswego 

 
 
  



Education Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 
VISION 
Everyone in Lake Oswego is educated in how to engage in sustainable practices. 
Citizens understand what it takes to balance economic, environmental, and 
community needs while building opportunities for future generations to meet their 
own needs.   

GOALS (and metrics) 
1.  By 2025, all public and private schools will have integrated sustainability concepts 
into their curricula and adopt and model sustainable practices in 100% of their 
facilities.  (Metric: % K-12 schools adopting comprehensive sustainability plan and integrating concepts 

in operations and curriculum.) 
 
2.  By 2020, area institutions of higher education will have a sustainability course 
required for graduation (a variety of courses will meet this requirement) and expand 
sustainability course offerings to the community.  (Metrics: 1. Number of courses that satisfy 

this requirement. 2. Number of students meeting the requirement. ) 

 
3.  By 2020, sustainability information from various sources is available to all members 
of the community, e.g.: businesses, government entities, and general public. (Metrics: 1. 

Number of sustainability-focused articles in City Newsletter.  2. Number of clearing houses for 
sustainability information.) 

 

Actions in Progress 
1. Student projects 
2. Student members of the sustainability advisory board 
3. Others….. 

Suggested Action Measures 
1. School board adopts sustainability as a priority focus area and form district or 

school Sustainability Advisory teams to develop comprehensive sustainability 
plan.  

2. Designate a Sustainability Coordinator.  
3. Prioritize, integrate and model sustainable practices, such as alternative energy 

use in school, use of sustainable materials in construction, use of 
environmentally friendly products.  

4. Offer teacher in-service days on sustainability topics.  
5. Adopt requirement that teachers attend professional development workshop on 

sustainability to maintain certification. Continuing education requirement.  
6. Develop sustainability education forum for private school teachers to attend. 
7. Provide diverse education opportunities for all age groups through Parks and 

Recreation, Adult Community Center and Library programs 

Potential Partners:   
LO School District, Portland Community College – Sylvania, Marylhurst University, 
Private schools, LO City Parks and Rec  

 
 



Energy Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 
VISION 

Lake Oswego has achieved energy security and net zero greenhouse gas emissions. 
GOALS (and metrics) 
1. By 2025, Lake Oswego will reduce per capita consumption of energy in the built 

environment by greater than 50% using energy efficiency and conservation. 
2. By 2025, all energy utilized in Lake Oswego will be 100% renewable. 
3. By 2030, Lake Oswego will eliminate net greenhouse gas emissions from energy 

use. 

Actions in Progress 

1.   LO is a leader in the use of voluntary green power programs (eg. PGE’s 
program) 
2.   Deep Green Action plan with free videos and information about how to lower 
energy use and carbon footprint from energy 
3.   Actions by city to reduce energy use 
4.   Many local businesses and citizens have worked to reduce energy and/or to 
install solar energy 
 

Suggested Action Measures 
1: Increase awareness of sustainable energy use, and available incentives 
 
2: Work to increase energy audits. 
 
3: Facilitate community solar in Lake Oswego 
 
4: Track and report (every three years) net greenhouse gas emissions from Lake 
Oswego.  
 
5. Circulate a list of best management practices for small land owners and 
homeowners to implement in order to achieve greenhouse gas mitigation (e.g., 
planting trees, garden and lawn management, etc.). 

Potential Partners:   
City of Lake Oswego, Energy Trust or Oregon, PGE, NW Natural, Bonneville 
Environmental Foundation, Clackamas County, Clean Energy Works 

 
  



Food Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 
VISION 
We are fed primarily by food that is locally produced, using practices that renew 
and enrich the land and community.   

GOALS (and metrics) 
1.  By 2020, 30% of the food consumed by the Lake Oswego population is 
grown or produced within 250 miles. 
 
2.  By 2020, all residents of Lake Oswego have access to enough food for an 
active and healthy life. 
 

Actions in Progress 
1. Lake Oswego farmers market 
2. Luscher Farms community gardens 
3. Parks and Rec classes on gardening 
4. Others….. 

Suggested Action Measures 
1. Increase local gardens 
2. city and local institutions utilize locally produced food for events 
3. Maintain existing institutions that promote local foods including Luscher 

Farms, the farmers market and the community supported agriculture 
program 

4. Local gardeners are informed about organic vegetable gardening and 
have ample resources to provide support.  

5. Create an additional community gardens 
6. Host a local event to promote local foods 
7. Support and promote local Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs) 
8. Increase the number and variety of gardening classes in the community 

and schools 
9. Connect local businesses with local farmers 
10. Educate community about the link between local food and emergency 

preparedness 

Potential Partners:   
LO School District, Friends of Luscher Farms, LO City Staff, Chamber of 
Commerce, local restaurants, neighborhood groups 

 
 
  



Natural Areas Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 

VISION 
Our natural features, hillsides, floodplains, streams, wetlands and other open 
spaces and natural areas are protected and treasured. 
 

GOALS (and metrics) 
1. By 2030, 100% of public and private natural area acreage in Oswego will be 

managed under a set of practices that optimizes their ecological integrity and 
resilience. 

2. By 2030, 60% of community members will participate in natural areas 
appreciation programs or restoration efforts. 

3. Backyard habitat certifications cover 50% of the city by 2025. 
 

Actions in Progress 

1.   Natural habitat certification program 
2.  Restoration efforts (eg Iron Mountain) 
3.  Availability of state of the art ecological and cultural history tools such as signs 
at public and private natural areas 
4.  Others….. 
 

Suggested Action Measures 
1.  Establish an electronic network and web presence for community natural areas 

conservation activities and volunteer opportunities. 
2. Celebrate, publicize and coordinate volunteer conservation activities in the 

community. 
3. Further develop and expand urban creek restoration and outreach program 

(UCROP), including development of urban creek watershed councils. 
4. Establish and maintain outdoor classroom programs for all community K-12 

schools..  Integrate locally-focused (place-based) natural history instruction into 
all K-12 school curricula. 

5. Expand and improve opportunities and facilities for unstructured recreational 
opportunities such as hiking, fishing, bird watching, nature photography. 

6. Create and maintain a functional network of paths and trails to and between 
natural areas. 

7. Hold a week of celebration and awareness around local natural areas yearly.  
8. Annual watershed tours 
 

Potential Partners:   
City of Lake Oswego, Audubon Society of Portland, Friends of Luscher Farm, Parks 
& Rec, Friends of Tryon Creek, Willamette River Keepers, Tualatin River Keepers, 
Natural Conservancy of Oregon, NRAB, PRAB 

 



Transportation Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 

VISION 
Our transportation system includes accessible and safe sustainable transportation modes 
for all people and goods 

GOALS (and metrics) 
1.    By 2020, there are public transportation options to and from the various commercial 
districts in Lake Oswego and to Portland every 30 minutes during the weekday and every 
hour during the weekend.  
 
2. By 2020 the number of safe pathways, sidewalks and bike paths has doubled  
 
3  By 2020, Lake Oswego residents have doubled their use of non-fossil fuel modes of 
transportation (including transit, walking and biking, and use of non fossil fuel vehicles) 
 

Actions in Progress 
1. 100 mile challenge program 
2.  Plans for new walking paths and bikeways 
3.  Plans for new streetlights and safe crossings 
4.  EV charging in Lake Oswego 
5.  Others…… 

Suggested Action Measures 
Public Transportation 
1.   Create a usable transit center with park and ride facilities 
2.   Work with tri-met to increase transit options 
Safe and available pathways and bikeways 
1.  Install safe bikeways, paths and sidewalks so that major destinations can be safely 
walked and biked 
2.  Install commuter bike path to Portland 
3.  Increase sidewalks and paths in neighborhoods 
Encourage LO residents to use alternative modes 
1.  Support the 100 mile challenge 
2.  Hold an alternative vehicle fair 
3.  Increase number of street lights and safe crossings 

Potential Partners:   
Lake Oswego Transportation Board; City Transportation Department, other local civic 
organizations, SAB, neighborhood groups, Bicycle transportation alliance, Tri-Met, 
Bike Stores 

 
  



 

Waste Topic Area 
Working Draft 
 

 
VISION 
Ultimately Lake Oswego residents and businesses use products and processes 
where the waste generated becomes “food” for some other process. 

GOALS (and metrics) 
1. By 2020, the recycling rate for the Lake Oswego community will be 75%. 
2. By 2020, there will be a 50% reduction in the per capita weight of landfill disposal  
3. By 2020, the Lake Oswego community will increase proper disposal of hazardous 

waste by 75%. 

Actions in Progress 
1. Voluntary Commercial food waste pick up 
2. Recycling pick up events 
3. Recycling classes 
4. Voluntary efforts such as compost heaps and worm farms 
5. Others….. 

Action Measures 
1. Establish curbside pickup of all organic waste. 
2. Facilitate discussions between Republic Waste, residents and businesses 

as to what would help increase recycling rates. Explore disposal fees 
based on poundage collected. 

3. Work with county, city and contractors to establish policies that 
encourage deconstruction and increased recycling. 

4. Investigate how to establish “reuse” centers and neighborhood lending 
libraries for tools and other items. 

5. Establish educational programs for residents and businesses of non-toxic 
material alternatives and publicize examples of organizations that have 
created “toxic-free” environments. 

6. Expand and increase frequency of city-wide toxic material disposal 
programs (e-waste, pharmaceuticals, etc.) 

7. Provide education on link between consumption and waste generation 

Potential Partners:   
Republic Services, City of Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Metro, LO Chamber 
of Commerce, Downtown Lake Oswego, Lake Grove Business Association, 
Neighborhood Associations 

 
 
  



Water Topic Area 

Working Draft – March 2014 

 
 

VISION 
Water conservation efforts decrease the amount of water city residents use, and 
streams and creeks are clean and clear. 

GOALS (and metrics) 
1. By 2025, Lake Oswego watersheds will be revived to conditions that provide 

healthy habitat characteristics that support reproducing populations of cold 
water native fish as indicator species of aquatic health in Lake Oswego 
principal streams.  

2. By 2050, there will be a XXX% reduction in the water flow (quantity) from 
2008 annual levels through the Lake Oswego municipal water systems. 

 

Actions in Progress 
1.  City provides education and incentives to reduce water use 
2.  City monitoring and reporting of water quality in watershed 
3.  Efficiency measures are built into new water facility 
4.  Lake Oswego Watershed Council is active in planning and promoting stewardship, 
conservation, enhancement and maintenance of local water systems  
5.  Green Streets program planned for Lake Grove with bio-swales to filter water 
6.  Others…. 

Suggested Action Measures 
1. Promote state-sanctioned water-efficiency wastewater including the 

appropriate use of gray water 
2. Support the watershed council; increase participation in programs 
3. Support use of bio-swales and natural water filtering 
4. Construct velocity-reducing wetlands and/or buffers between selected piped 

storm water outfalls and stream channels. 
5. Support city water department and it’s program to monitor and report on 

water quality in the watershed 
6. Support continued city education and incentives to reduce water use 
7. Promote Low Impact Development (LID) techniques such as permeable 

pavement, rain gardens, infiltration trenches etc. 
8. Install community sustainable water demonstration sites  
9. Evaluate the number and impact of direct storm drain outfalls on local 

waterways.  
10. Pursue acquisition or easement to protect land along principle stream 

corridors. 

Potential Partners:   
City of Lake Oswego, Lake Corporation, Willamette River Keepers, Friends of Tryon 
Creek, Friends of Tualatin River, Oswego Lake Watershed Council, NRAB 

 
 


